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M I S S O U L A---
The Big Sky C o n ference bask e t b a l l  title chase is far from over, but two teams have
emerged from the pack, at least for this week. Idaho State is the conf e r e n c e  leader w i t i
a 7-1 league mark, following w e e k e n d  wins over W e b e r  State and N o r t h e r n  Arizona. An d  t h 3 
Mon t a n a  Grizzlies made the b iggest gain, coming from the m i d d l e  o f  the p ack to take over 
second place w ith a 6-2 mark, h a v i n g  b e a t e n  Idaho and Gon z a g a  over the weekend.
Three teams, W e b e r  State, Boise State and Gon z a g a  are k n o t t e d  up in third place wit 1 
5-3 marks. M o n t a n a  State is next at 2-6. Idaho and N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  are each 1-7.
The Grizzlies continue their home stand w i t h  N o r t h e r n  Arizona, Friday, Feb. 10 and 
Weber State,"*'Saturday, Feb. 11. Both games ti p - o f f  at 8:00 p.m. (MST) in the Adams 
F i e l d h o u s e . Mo n t a n a  will travel to Fla g s t a f f  and Ogden the f o l lowing weekend.
The Grizzlies now sport a 13-6 overall record and have wo n  six straight games, 
sweeping M o n t a n a  State, Idaho and Gonzaga. UM downed Idaho 81-68 last Friday and finally
put down a tough Gonzaga team, 59-47, Satur d a y  befo r e  8,523 fans--the second largest
crowd of the season in Missoula.
Michael Ray Richardson canned 28 points Friday and p i c k e d  off eight rebounds from 1 is 
guard spot to lead the Grizzlies over Idaho. J o h n  S t r o e d e r  dro p p e d  in 17 points to help 
the cause.
After a cold first h a l f  for M.R. and the Grizzlies in the Gon z a g a  game, the 6-5 
senior guard took it upon h i m s e l f  to b r i n g  M ontana back from a 28-25 h a l f t i m e  deficit.
He scored 20 second h a l f  points (10-13 from the field in the half) and f inished the 
game w ith 24 points, six rebounds and four assists, but most imp o r t a n t l y  gave a stellar 
performance on defense.
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Craig Henkel did the job on the boards grabbing 13 rebounds (eight offensively) and 
added 12 points. Allan N i e l s e n  also chipped in a dozen points.
"We held Gonzaga to just 19 points in the second h a l f  b ecause o f  a great d e f e nsive 
effort," UM Head Basketball Coach J i m  B r andenburg said. "Michael Ray Rich a r d s o n  just 
went out and dominated the second h a l f  on offense and defense. Gonzaga's J i m  DeWeese 
scored 13 points in the first h a l f  and Michael Ray held h i m  to just two in the second h a l f , "  
Brandenburg said. "Our defense allowed us to make the move o f f e n s i v e l y  and get into 
our offensive pa t t e r n  in the second half, and the ball started going in for u s , "
Brandenburg said.
The U M  coach said the Zags had a "well c o n c eived game plan" and p l a y e d  w i t h  great 
i n t e n s i t y .
"Idaho p l ayed h igh percentage, intelligent basketball, Friday night," B r a n d e n b u r g  
said. "They are a good p e r i m e t e r  shooting team."
While the Zags and Vandals lost w e e k e n d  games against the M o n t a n a  schools, Weber 
State and North e r n  Ari z o n a  didn't fare any b e t t e r  in southern Idaho. NA U  and WSC lost 
two each to Boise State and Idaho State.
Nort h e r n  A r izona dropped ai 82-62 d ecision to Boise State Friday night and a 
48-46 game to Idaho State, Saturday. The Lumberjacks are 7-12 overall and 1-7 in the 
conference. They've lost nine games in a row.
David Henson, a 6-6 junior forward is averaging 20.1 points a game and has been 
among or right below the top 50 scorers in the nati o n  all season. 6-4 junior guard T roy 
Hudson is the only other double figure scorer w i t h  15.8 ppg. He also leads the team in 
rebounding with 7.1 rebounds a game. Hudson has b e e n  among the nati o n ' s  leading free 
throw shooters and is n ow 61 of 69 for 88% accuracy.
The Axers average 70.7 points a game to 71.9 for their opponents. T h e y  are also 
being outrebounded, 41.8 to 38.9. NAU shoots 44.8% from the field whi l e  their opponents 
shoot 45.8%. The Lumberjacks shoot 70.9% from the line. Head coach John Birkett is in 
his fourth season at N o r t h e r n  Arizona.
-more-
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Web e r  State is 13-7 overall and 5-3 in the conference. The Wildcats have been 
u n b eatable at home (11-0) but v u l nerable on the road (2-7) . W SC beat Idaho State and 
Boise State two weeks ago at home, but lost to both teams last weekend, 75-70 to 
Boise State and 77-67 to Idaho State.
Weber State averages 78.7 points a game to 72.6 for the opposition. The Wild c a t s  
are also ou t r e b o u n d i n g  their opponents, 41.4 to 36.9. A good s h o o t i n g  team, W e b e r  is 
shooting 50.5% from the field and 73.4% from the line. The i r  opponents are shooting 
44.8% from the field.
6-5 sophomore Bruce Collins leads the Wildcats in scoring w i t h  18.4 points a game. 
Other double figure scorers include David J o h n s o n  at 13.4 pp g  and Ben H o w l a n d  at 13.4 ppj. 
Collins is also the leading reb o u n d e r  w i t h  8.6 rebounds a game. J o h n s o n  is a v e r aging 7. 
rebounds a game. Coach Neil M c C a r t h y’s Wildcats have d o m i n a t e d  Big Sky C o n f e r e n c e  stats 
most of this s e a son,and last w eek lead five of the seven team categories.
"With two early road losses, w e ’ve put ourselves in the p r e s s u r e  cooker," J i m  
Brandenburg said. "Every game at h ome is do or die. We must beat N o r t h e r n  A r i z o n a  and 
Weber State at home to remain in conte n t i o n  for the c o n ference title."
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